
RALEIGH OAKS CHARTER 

Public charter schools are unique public 
schools that are allowed the freedom to be 
more innovative while being held accountable 
for advancing student achievement. Because 
they are public schools, they are: 

Open to all children; 
 

Do not charge tuition; and 
 

Do not have special entrance requirements. 
 

WHY A PUBLIC WALDORF SCHOOL? 
 

The principles of Public Waldorf differ from STEM, 
Montessori, performing arts, project-based, and 
language emersion learning.  For parents who 
want a child-centered approach to early childhood 
and elementary education that focuses on the 
whole-child (intellect, experiential, socio-
emotional) and a curriculum that specifically 
addresses these principles, a Public Waldorf 
school helps answer this parental interest.  The 
learning environment is decidedly less stressful 
than traditional schools might be, and are 
noticeably less gadget-dependent in the 
promotion of learning.  Students in public charter 
schools must demonstrate proficiency in meeting 
the common core education standards set forth by 
the State, but how these standards are taught is 
not mandated.  Public Waldorf Education invites 
the learning of these common core principles of 
education through a developmentally conscious 
and  artistically grounded curriculum that 
encourages full development of the innate gifts 
and talents of each child, promoting creative 
problem-solving, peaceful conflict resolution, 
reverence for the planetary environment, and a 
solid belief in the goodness and abilities of the 
individual. 

 

With this inaugural issue of the ROCS Newsletter we want to welcome you to the ROCS  com-
munity and invite your questions and suggestions for future issues.  Nothing is more  im-

portant than the happiness, healthiness, and success of our children. 
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“The goal of Waldorf 
Education is to enable 

students as fully as possible 
to choose and, in freedom, 
to realize their individual 

path through life as adults.” 

      -Rudolph Steiner 

Founder of Waldorf Education 

Greetings!  It is with much excitement that we 
launch our first newsletter.  Our newsletters 

will provide information about the journey of 
Raleigh Oak Charter School (ROCS); answer 

questions about Waldorf education and Public 
Waldorf; and provide resources for you to learn 
more about Waldorf principles and inform you 

about local events to meet with other like-
minded families. We trust you will find this and 

future issues of the ROCS newsletter to be a 
valuable resource.  Please also follow us on 

Facebook and visit our website. 

Upcoming Events 

 Craft Event: North Hills 

Farmer’s Market  

 Puppet Show: North       

Regional Library 

 Application Fundraising 

RALEIGH OAK CHARTER 

WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT A  

CHARTER SCHOOL? 

www.raleighoakcharter.org 

In this issue: 

 ● Welcome! 

 ● Charter School Info 

 ● Public Waldorf  

 ● Upcoming Events 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RaleighWaldorfCharter/C:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.raleighoakcharter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/212748815790344/C:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/events/212748815790344/C:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/events/995037797281229/C:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/events/995037797281229/C:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.youcaring.com/raleigh-oak-charter-school-584233#.V11ybumi244.facebookC:/Users/mstansbu/Documents/Custom Office Templates


 

Wish List and Volunteer 

Needs 

Volunteer to Fundraise for 

Application Fee 

Screen Printing T-Shirts 

Board Members 

Printing Services 

Land Use  

Website Designer 

CPA for Budget Review 

Master Gardener 

Facilities Committee Chair 

Postering Campaign 

Volunteer 

Waldorf Toys and Crafts for 

Tabling Events 

Bees Wax Modeling Clay 

Play Stands 

Play Silks 

Furniture for Classrooms 

Photo Montage of Waldorf 

Activities and Festivals 

Wool  

Videographer/Commercial 

                 

Ph

oto 

Ca

pti 

HOW DID RALEIGH OAK CHARTER 
SCHOOL EVOLVE? 

 

Having decided she wanted something more and 
different for her daughter than was available in 

the Wake County public school system and 
having experienced a Waldorf-inspired home 

pre-school, Melissa Stansbury decided to 
spearhead the effort to bring a charter school 

utilizing principles guided by Public Waldorf to 
Wake County.  Melissa found a group of parents, 

educators, and business people who were 
interested in supporting this endeavor and 

together they became the founding members of 
the Acorn to Oak (ATO) Charter School Board of 
Directors.  In September, 2015 the first charter 

application was submitted to the Department of 
Public Instruction (DPI).  That year we were one 

of 28 applications accepted by DPI.  Only 8 of 
those were issued charters by the NC State Board 

of Education. Not all applicants were given an 
opportunity to interview with the NC Charter 

Schools Advisory Board (CSAB); we were among 
those who were interviewed.  While ATO was not 

given the charter, we were strongly encouraged 
by the CSAB members to make some specific 

revisions to our application and to re-submit in 
2016. 

 

Now, Raleigh Oak Charter School (formerly ATO) 
is preparing to apply for a public charter for our 

second consecutive year.  Applications are due 
on September 16, 2016.  If successful, we will 

open ROCS in fall, 2018 with Kindergarten 
through grade 3. We will add a grade per year up 

to grade 8. 
 

Success will be determined in part by public 
support indicating interest in 

ROCS.  Subscriptions to this newsletter, 
Facebook following, and most importantly the 

submission of Intent to Enroll survey, a non-
binding statement of interest in enrollment of 

your child/children when ROCS opens, 
demonstrate to the CSAB the need for this 

school.  Please help us make a strong statement 
to the CSAB.    

Raleigh Oak Charter will  edu-

cate the whole child - head, 

hands and heart. ROCS 

will provide a professional, 

educator-led pedagogical pro-

gram inspired by the core prin-

ciples of Public Waldorf Edu-

cation, and strengthened by our 

parents and community's     

talents and resources. 

 

With this inaugural issue of the ROCS Newsletter we want to welcome you to the ROCS community and invite 
your questions and suggestions for future issues.  Nothing is more important than the happiness, healthi-

ness, and success of our children. 
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