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Meet Claire 
Porter 
The ROCS BOD is excited to 
announce Claire Jenkins Porter 
as our Administrative Director. 
Mrs. Porter is a professional 
educator who has served 
students, teachers, parents and 
communities for over 15 years in 
several capacities: as a grant 
recipient to teach English in 
France, as a middle and high 
school French teacher in Iowa 

and Connecticut, as a Dean of 
Students, as an Associate Principal at the high school level, and 
most recently, as the Director of Secondary Education and 
Director for K-12 Arts for Orange County Schools, North 
Carolina. #!
Claire has a strong foundation in effective professional 
development for teachers, coaching and mentoring, and enjoys 
working with peer teachers to practice lifelong learning and 
continuous development of the craft of learning and teaching. As 
an administrator, she worked with her teacher colleagues to 
develop a K-12 classroom formative feedback tool (formative 
walk-though), worked to increase the number of historically 
underrepresented students enrolling in AP and Honors classes as 
well as taking the AP exam, and, as a Director of Secondary 
Education in North Carolina, supported teachers as they 
undertook new state initiatives such as the Honors Portfolio 
Process, Analysis of Student Work, and Credit by Demonstrated 
mastery. Claire also successfully applied for arts and science 
grants for the district. #!
Claire is also a licensed attorney and mediator and practiced law 
in Virginia prior to returning to the field of education. Claire 
grew up overseas, has worked and studied abroad, has strong 

�1Raleigh Oak Charter School

Community 
Meeting 

On Saturday, November 18 we 
will be holding a BBQ 
fundraiser and community 
meeting for those interested in 
enrolling at Raleigh Oak 
Charter.  The board and future 
staff members will be there to 
answer as many questions as 
we can. The BBQ will start at 
Noon and the meeting will 
start at 1pm. See you there! 

Fundraising 

Fundraising will be an on-
going effort in the months to 
come. We will continue our on-
line fundraiser 
www.raleighoakcharter.org. 
Our goal for the start-up year is 
$300,000. This includes but is 
not limited to funds to secure a 
building, travel for our lead 
admin and ed director to  tour 
existing Public Waldorf 
schools, furniture and up fit for 
the school, administrative 
salaries in the months prior to 
opening, teacher salaries and  
training expenses for the first 3 
months. Scroll down for info on 
the BBQ, Poinsettia and Photo 
Fundraisers. 

RALEIGH OAK 
Meet Claire Porter | Community Meeting Fundraiser | Enrollment

http://www.raleighoakcharter.org
http://www.raleighoakcharter.org


Newsletter November 1, 2017

cultural competency skills, and brings a global outlook to all she 
does.  Claire and her family are proud to call north Raleigh 
home. In her free time, Claire enjoys being surrounded by family, 
hiking, the arts, time spent in nature, and cooking. See a letter 
from Claire further down.#

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfec6eF4I_4	!!
Location, Location, Location!
The current hot topic: where exactly will our school be located? 
ROCS will be located in Wake County. Currently, we are 
searching for our first home, likely to be in downtown Raleigh. 
Buildings suitable to house schools are rare in our area. We are 
actively working with two commercial real estate agents who 
specialize in locating charter schools to explore all the options. 
Our goal is that we will have located our school home by the end 
of December, 2017.#

Our initial location will most likely be temporary and house us 
for 2-3 years. We are already considering what our long term 
location will be as well. We hope our permanent home will be a 
lovely natural setting. Part of this decision is because we are a 
start-up. We are not allotted any facility budget from the state, 
none of our funds will be released until September 2018 and in 
order to secure a loan we will need to be in operation for 2 years.#

We understand that it can be difficult to commit to a school for 
your child before knowing where the school will be located. 
Please be patient as we explore all available options. We will make 
an announcement as soon as we identify the appropriate space to 
begin our Raleigh Oak Charter School journey. #

If anyone is interested in investing in property for the school, has 
land to donate, rent or sell, please contact us at 
raleighoakcharter@gmail.com.#

!
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Enrollment 
Application 

We are so excited to roll out the 
Raleigh Oak Charter School 
enrollment application. We have 
been excitedly awaiting this 
moment!  

On our website, 
www.raleighoakcharter.org, you 
will find an enrollment page. 
There you will find all the 
information about the enrollment 
process. There is a link to a 
google form that you must fill out 
for each child you plan to enroll.  

Should we have more applicants 
than seats available, we will hold 
a blind lottery according to NC 
state law. During this lottery a 
preference will be given to 
students who qualify for the 
national free and reduced lunch 
program. This will help ensure a 
diverse student population, an 
ideal our board is committed to 
achieving.  

The direct link to the enrollment 
application can be found here.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfec6eF4I_4
mailto:raleighoakcharter@gmail.com
http://www.raleighoakcharter.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejQDwn6rmuJpVeVIfF0n1IUOAaJ3jHS-HIWlXrtMJ83B9Tnw/viewform
http://www.raleighoakcharter.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejQDwn6rmuJpVeVIfF0n1IUOAaJ3jHS-HIWlXrtMJ83B9Tnw/viewform
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Calendar of Events 

• November 18th - BBQ 
Fundraiser $12/plate at 12pm - 
preorder through paypal 
raleighoakcharter@gmail.com 
Plate includes BBQ, slaw, green 
beans, potatoes, hushpuppies. 
Tea is an additional $1.          
916 West Morgan Street 

• November 18th - Community 
Meeting at 1pm following BBQ 
fundraiser 

• November 18th - Holiday 
photo mini-sessions $75 for 30 
minute session and rights to 
photographs. Contact 
sarah.vojnovich@yahoo.com to 
schedule. 

• November 1-18 - Poinsettia 
Fundraiser. Purchase 8 inch for 
$20 or 10 inch hanging basket 
for $24. Send order forms to 
raleighoakcharter@gmail.com 
and pay through paypal.    

• November 18th 9am-11am - 
Board Meeting (Board 
Meetings are always open to 
the public!) 

• December 2nd 9am-11am - 
Board Meeting 

• January 31st - Enrollment 
Applications DUE!  

Letter "om Claire Porter, Administrative Director!
Dear Raleigh Oak Charter School Family:#

I am truly excited and honored to join this team as we launch 
Raleigh Oak Charter School, the first Waldorf inspired public 
charter school in the state of North Carolina!#

Raleigh Oak Charter School will develop creative, inquisitive, and 
critical thinkers who engage respectfully with others and the 
world around them through a balanced approach that recognizes 
the artistic, physical, social-emotional and intellectual needs of 
the developing child. We are a community dedicated to nurturing 
each student in a comprehensive manner that reaches the head, 
hands, and heart of a child.#

In my 14 years of service in education, I have always committed 
myself to excellence and equity for all students. Every child must 
have access to rigorous and robust learning opportunities, 
excellent teachers who possess strategies to reach all learners, 
quality instructional resources, time to learn, and a learning family 
profoundly committed to ensuring that, in a heterogenous group 
of learners, each student has the supports needed to access 
learning and succeed in school and in life.  Raleigh Oak Charter 
will provide excellence and equity through student focused and 
play-based education, integration of the arts, hands-on and 
experiential learning, social-emotional skills development, and a 
deep respect for the environment and reverence for life and our 
planet.#

Parents, guardians, and community stakeholders are our learning 
family who will extend learning opportunities beyond the school 
day, volunteer their time, talents and resources, and make Raleigh 
Oak Charter School a great success. We know that a child’s first 
teacher is family and believe that strong and vibrant connections 
between school and family are critical to our success. Nothing 
supports your child’s success more than your engaged 
involvement in your child’s learning and school. Our door is 
always open to you, our parent partners, and our success depends 
on your involvement! We would like to engage volunteers of the 
head, hands and heart so that individuals can choose the way that 
you wish to share your time, resources and talents with your 
school. #

Please visit our school website, our Facebook page, complete our 
online or paper version enrollment application and engage us with 
questions and suggestions!#

I am looking forward to meeting and greeting all of you on 
November 18th, more details for this event will be shared shortly.#

It is going to be an amazing and exciting first year for our Raleigh 
Oak Charter School community and I look forward to working 
with all of you for our success.#

Warmly,#

mailto:raleighoakcharter@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.vojnovich@yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:raleighoakcharter@gmail.com
mailto:raleighoakcharter@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.vojnovich@yahoo.com?subject=
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FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT 
RALEIGH OAK CHARTER 

Carolina BBQ to Cater 
  
Plates include pork BBQ, slaw, green beans, 
potatoes, hushpuppies 

$12 pre-order , $1 extra for tea 

Order through Paypal 
raleighoakcharter@gmail.com 

!!
!

What: BBQ Fundratiser     
When: November 18, 2017 12 PM    
Where: 916 West Morgan Street  
 Raleigh, NC 27603                 
!
Community Meeting to Follow!



POINSETTIA 

SALE

TO BENEFIT RALEIGH OAK CHARTER SCHOOL




